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The State of the Na-
tion Address
(SONA) will be tak-
ing place on Thurs-
day and the Rising
Sun journalists took
to the streets of
Overport to find out
from the community
what issues they
want President Cyril
Ramaphosa to ad-
dress and what
changes they are
hoping to see in the
country.
A b d u l
Mohammed, 62, of
Overport, a pen-
sioner, said, “He
must address crime,
fraud and corrup-
tion. Those are the
main things he must
focus on, especially
the corruption be-
cause it is getting
worse. I have high
hopes for our coun-
try but I also have
doubts because they
never do what they
say they will do. I
hope they follow up
on Madiba’s wishes
and promises.” 
Sibusisiwe Chonco,

SONA- what are your 
expectations from the 

president?

20, of Adams, a stu-
dent, said, “He must
address the issue of
free education. All
students should get
free education. I ac-
tually don’t believe
there will be any

The Sugar Industry Trust Fund for Educa-
tion (SITFE) awarded 41 academically de-
serving students with bursaries, recently.
SITFE is administered by the South African
Sugar Association (SASA).
Most of these students are from previously
disadvantaged backgrounds who, despite
their circumstances, have excelled academ-
ically.
Some of these brilliant minds are sons and
daughters of sugarcane farm-workers and
domestic workers while others are orphans
from child-headed homes or have unem-
ployed parents who survive on state grants.
SITFE has been in existence for the past 54
years, helping deserving students unleash
their academic potential.

The SITFE bursary covers 100 percent of
tuition fees, books, meals, and accommo-
dation for the entire duration of the stu-
dent’s undergraduate course.
SITFE chairman, Tim Marais, said they are
committed to improving quality of educa-
tion within the sugarcane growing areas in
the province.
“For 54 years, SITFE has dedicated funds
and resources to a variety of initiatives in-
cluding  school building projects, early
childhood development programmes, train-
ing academies for the disabled, and teacher
training programmes,” said Marais.
One of the outstanding students, who was
excited to be given an opportunity to study
by SITFE is 18-year-old Nikisha Reewith

who will be studying agricultural engineer-
ing at the University of KwaZulu-Natal. 
The excited Reewith, who is passionate
about agriculture and food, said she is
grateful for this once-in-a-lifetime opportu-
nity and promised to make the most of it.
“I will not disappoint SITFE, I will make
sure that they are proud of me as I will be
working hard and achieving good results at
university,” she said.
Some of the SITFE previous bursary bene-
ficiaries include South Africa’s prominent
leaders such as Transport Minister, Blade
Nzimande, KZN Health MEC, Sibongiseni
Dhlomo, Minister of Co-operative Gover-
nance and Traditional Affairs, Dr Zweli
Mkhize and his wife, Dr May Mashego.

SITFE awards academically
deserving students

SITFE chairman, Tim Marais, with some of the bursary beneficiaries.

changes in the coun-
try after the SONA,
I think everything
will stay the same.”
Clive Walker, 70,
of Westville, a pen-
sioner, said, “Cor-
ruption, corruption,
corruption. Some-
thing major needs to
happen to all these
people who have
been stealing money
from our country.
Something other
than them being
shifted from one job
to another. Someone
must be arrested or
made to pay back
the money so that
others are less in-
clined to do the
same thing in the fu-
ture.” 
Siyanda Mbuyazi,
20, of Umbilo, a stu-
dent, said, “I would
like to hear him
speaking about
funding for univer-
sity fees. Former

President Jacob
Zuma promised us
free education, but
we are still paying.
Education is very
expensive and we
are struggling to
pay. I haven’t seen
any progress in the
past so I doubt there
will be any changes
after the SONA.”
Daya Sookhlan, 72,
of Asherville, a pen-
sioner, said, “I am
actually not inter-
ested in the SONA
because every year
they make the same
promises. They
want us to vote, but
what are we voting
for because nothing
ever changes. I’m
an old person 
and from what I
have seen over the
years I think that
things are getting
worse.”
Malusi Mathe, 18,
of Mayville, a stu-

dent, said, “I hope
he addresses the
high unemployment
rate, and tell us how
he will create more
jobs for people with
low qualifications
such as higher cer-
tificates or matric
only. I think there
will be a difference
after the SONA be-
cause I have faith
that President
Ramaphosa will
make South Africa
better.”
Pat Wilson, 75, of
Sydenham, a pen-
sioner, said, “Crime
is an issue that the
president needs to
address. The mur-
ders happening in
our country are too
much, they must
bring back the death
penalty so people
will be scared to
commit crime. They
also need to look
after the senior citi-

zens in the country.  
Phiwokuhle Chiyi,
20, of Adams, a stu-
dent, said, “I hope
P r e s i d e n t
Ramaphosa ad-
dresses the issue of
free education, we
are struggling to
make ends meet. I
have watched the
SONA before and
didn’t see any
changes in the coun-
try afterwards. They
make promises to
make the country
better, but they never
do.”
Anthony Stals, 75,
of Sydenham, a pen-
sioner, said, “There
is a lot of corruption
that is coming to
light now and I’m
hoping that he will
address that. He
must get rid of all the
corruption and bring
the corrupt govern-
ment officials to
book. The corruption
issue comes to light
and then it fades
away. I am hoping
he will make our
country better.” 
Debbie Benson, 54,
of Bluff, a sales rep,
said, “I hope the
president addresses
the crime and cor-
ruption, those are the
two major issues.
I’m hoping the Pres-
ident will ensure that
corruption comes to
an end. Nothing ever
happens to the cor-
rupt government of-
ficials so others also
think they can do the
same thing. I doubt
that any changes will
happen in the coun-
try though.”


